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~EL CULTURAL -

Kristoffer Ardeina

Erasé

Galeria Oliva Arauna. Barquillo, 29. Madrid Hasta el 24 de enero.De 11002
25.000 E.

HEA ESPEJO | Publicado o 18122008 LJ

B suye es ua trabajo ocn clara vocacién de arqueciogia de lo sentinenta. O ¢io es w1 primera
exposicion en la galeria Oliva Arauna. Un breve museo ntimo. Kristoffer Ardafia (Filipiras. 1976)
ordena y desordera encuentros, vivencias o recuerdos coa ¢l fn de reflexionar sobre los mecanismos
de I memnosia, la permanencia de b comas o sohire exe pasade atesrporal quae 3l ser recomtadn sparece
©)mo una extrafia cotidianidad sin historia. Sas instalaciones, dibujos, cusdermos, ftogmfias uobpu
son, pues, una sere de dstos scercs de gicescs imtniscendentes que Henes en ) provisiomiidad, s
oonsiskenciatangidle. Dinner Dates (20)8) es, tal vez, ls obra que mejor lo refica: un catilogode
cemtos de frhgiles servilletas, todss ellai variacions minimas de ferhas, cltas, comidas y anéedotas
q:cmmloomiwckwdwktmwd.wummwy la identidad incstable de
trivisdes, loctad ti viaes del artista, que
lmmu&dupmnkmd:ﬁm&npmluqmomﬁauhmhud.alumybs
ojeto: baniles ura deesidad inesperade. A ew aluden umbién trakajos como Homocoming (2208),
ua viaje de vucltaa la infanca del artista mediante un simple uego con vainas de hicha salvaj que &
catrur cn costacto con tgua artallen, como leves fucgos artificales, o Sweat Memorier (2)08), una
iastalacion con la que el artiga explora 'a relacién :ntre el cuerpo y la memoris utilizando el sudor de
120 personas. U oluas gue asaden distancies a Lase Je pona oo prinss plasw o wicasw, o
mitoblegrifico y b aukecferencial

bopwww doderd s wnode g o N 2487 m
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3 Aploeziones 5 Bapgous allvwenses Bl SaveCoo: The ows...  § Axilraw (8] dicrurse: fzino . .
L E proyecto «Anak Sa Pobreng Oten»

YRCSTTFFRS aRDERA (B ! YAKASTA(INDONZISLY Ul 802014 - ZX.udh

~ Ll filipino residente en Dspana Kristoffer Ardefia se encuentra en un
punto de inflexidn del que es fruto el presente Proyecto ABC: Cultural. [La
ironia y ¢l valor de los actos imitiles impregnan su propucsta

3. AEDERA
«Found Geometry: obtener un cuadrado de un cocor (2014)

LA N

£ CEPSRA

Tu mundo, mas eficiente,

cenaigue tu




M4&s que un nuevo proyvecto o temética, en la actualidad estoy
empezando una nueva etapa en mi biisqueda artistica. Estaba
harto yva de ]a nefasta mentalidad académica-formalista cel arte gue me
rodeaba. La reflexion de este provecto parte ce la sensacidn de que, tras
haber leido un libro o haber kecho psucdo-investigacién, cn muchas
ncasiones, la obra como resultado final queda como ilustracion
de una idea. Habria sico mejor dejarlo todo como ectaba y habernos
gquedado con eso: con laidea. No hay nada de riesgo hoy en lo
concepltual. ks como hacer nuevas versiones de canciones antiguas
con otras letras.

% Llevo meses viajando. De momento, me
" %% encuentro en el suroeste de Asia. Ahora

) ,jﬁ mismo, escr:bo desde Yakartz, en Indonesia,

& pere cn pocos dias, estaré en Dumagucte, cn
g ¢ %% Filipinas, un lugar muy alejaco de los corrientes
ARG a de penszmiento del arte actual. Necesito
Kristoffer Ardefia alcanzar un lugar en el que pueda estar scloy

tener de nuevo urz conexiéon con la

naturalcza y con la gente. Es un lujo tener ¢l mar a mano, v la sclva
v la montafia a 20 minutos en moto.

29



«A.S.P.O.» (Anak sa pcbrang oten) es una expresion en cebuano, el
idioma principal de la regién filipina de Visayas, que utiliza la gente
joven en Dumaguete. Literalmente, s2 traduce como <hijo de la polla
pobre». Lo interesante de 2sz expresidon no es el hecho de qua hga
alusién a dcterminades connotacioncs ceonomicas, si ne, més bicn a
gue es una llamada a ser creativo. Uno no puede quejarse de la falta
d= recursos en 2] lugar en 2] que me encuentro. Tiene que ponerle

solueién al asunto. Aqui, la creatividad forme parte de la vida
colidiana de la gente.

Kristoffer Ardena

(FILIPINAS 6]

Coumnw artista Jlipme resicente en Bspudia, ha Kristolfer Acdeiia o
har intercsade sierupre lus chogues vulturules, esos
chispazos gue uno descubre cuando se «pierdes o «32 reconoce =
er Ja traduccidn, Ardefla pone el cedo del arteen la llaga ce la
ironia, v sutrabajc se imbuye de un espiritu burlesco, asentado
ern una cestacada reflexidn. Bien szabe que a nada llzgaremos
pomiendo en practica las aceiones inhtiles que propeme an Anak sa
nobirang aten (titela de este prayectn), para e’ mero hecha de
intsntarlo snpare Mvitarnos a nao astar imactivns, a Mavernns,
a husear ima solucidr, Hor peregring qus 2sta ses.

En la actualidad, Ardana astd eentraco en se prayectn a ‘argo plazo
wDear Corator Curate Mews en dos sedes en Tadoresia: an Cemeti y
er Roang MESsA, neevn centrade vidao y fatoprzfiz en el pais
asifueo. Proxunuroente lu bard en Gzev Projects, co Singapur, v en
wres centros de arle en Vietnan v Myvenmar, hasta volver a Madnd
ydesplegurlo en La Casa Eocend:da,

Asimisimw, accba de ezeaz MILF (Moving Limege Lab Frlipinas), vea
plateformog curatonel ¢ initiateve ardisben gue expezroenty con o
video conmw furmelo expositivo (y no ceeesananente estumos
hablande de videc-arte), fomentande el intercambio entre €l
surceste de Asiz, Espafia v Ladnoamerica,
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Una exposicién
comisariada por
Daniel

ilvo

con

Maria Anwander
Kristoffer Ardefa
Angela Cuadra
Jullo Falagén
Nuria Fusler
Marco Godoy
Maria Kracikova
Carlos Martiel
Antaine Renard
Yoshida Shigeki
Marta Soul

g \ Juan Ugalde
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ABC axm

ARTF / ARTF

La Conservera, la masica es la pista

Kristoffer Ardefia, assume vivid astro foces. Eduardo Balanza y Aida Ruilove protagonizaz ¢l V cielo de exposiciones de este espacio en
Muceia con le masica como hilo conduetor

JAVIER DIAZ-BUARD CLS ¢ CEUTTIMURCLA
Dia 22072010 - 19.20n

ARC ARC
Unu e Les piezas de Jo muesru de Eduardo Bulaney eGuner>, de Alds Ruiluva



L Conseracru, ve Marviz, e puze baaude seoory al wnao y el vl wnbivzle baste Jeedes de ovleboe coan uz nomw civle expesiivg, o guoeiy desde gue abeers sus
PIREAS 21 P33 AP 200G, LA €2 3170 AT 6128 rrenda des som ) Al pira KHistatar drdes, of eenafial Eduarde 3alams, ol calietiun assnrp viacd aero famsy |z
rartéarpricana Avia Qellean. En f csan cpestog Acg TN mag ane neavacing pares fl sanfrn anm 21 primarss pmansisianea dadans iz an nnestm pa‘'s. Tndea pllez derer
un eomle st averds por 2ol cozme doibioo Coeniumilre ¥ euas mrsiujus imesportas uas ane e gue se Caneanile du fones coleecsy, explotuodo vo sus picas
0 muleber ais visual v perirciatv,

«Video kil the radio stars

Fleman wids pderte a3 o de Eduseae Ba anea (Nore s, 1971) S0 pevaeeta damses. Arqueafonie 48 e petia 4o halle p2 tade om harv anaje 2l eapacie cancda s hipar
bavna pasie o ael socnunsative de lu musia posu 2 imaeses, Lo pasta de Daile, v gues Lancién b swlride los eictos de Lo glebalizacion v las desenngas en interpet. El
eapeiind 2wy znoesoa ud lu distoiety vome un sitiv wgueoligiou con sus propies relagues (R pbeea Thw revord 15 ot cwer yed, Wik De wis sueton e wWeelel ez e
ENA TANTANE dr WAR dr Hoer vialies), tovde en pantatn de prohorrires Iganta oo HUL ng o il Haodris) que, pesa 2 datin todo poe 2l pehlies, romea lleganma 2 ser
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Exposicion en Ce

La Coﬁservera de Kristoffer Ardena

De martes a sabzco de 10.00 a 14.00 horas yde 1/.00 a 27.00 hcras. Y los domingos de 10.00 a 14.00
heras. Entrada: Gratuita.

@ & = wwealo ;

En torno a los concaplos cde politica y memcria,
Kristoffar Ardefia planiea en Horage: Murcia
proyesio producido para La Conservera un discu-sc
trazado a travas de la musice que pretende poner de
manifiestc las formas no v sibles d2 transmisidn y
traduccion cultural. Esta cxpocicién propore
investiger la nocidn ce cancidn como una unidad de
luga- colectivo ¥ de conoczimi2nio. Lo que procura, en
este sentido, es activar reflexiones scbre el caracer
medicdor de los contexics culturales. A este
respesio, Ardena ha confado con la colaboracion de .
un nurdo grupo de maslcos locales que nan MUESTRA DE KRISTOFFER ARDENA EN EI.-CENTRQ DE ARTE
reinte-pratado el himno filipino con la intancidn de CONTRMPORANEODECHML L
descentextualizar y ceconstruir ¢ posc de la identidad cultura subyacente en algo tan simbélico como un
himnc, algo que traspase los limies de lo puraTente Musical. Los participanies, desde diferentes perspectivas,
estllos y gén=ros, han reallzado ura evoluclén qu2 toma como eferencle de partida el dtado himno, tanto
desde el purto de vista del contenido ccmo d2 la propia sonoridac de |a letra er 1agaic, nunza realzando una
copia o una verson del cdntico, sino mostrando una vision paresona ¢ intma de asunto. La Conservera.

Ceuti.




Arte que no es
lo que parece

El filipino Kristofier Ardeiia jucga al
equivoco en la galeria Djva Arauma
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Pinturas fantasmas de Kristoffer Ardena
en la Galeria Nuble
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BOATMAN AND HIS PASSENGERS MAKE THEIR
A way across a river, its surface silvery underneath an overcast
sky. On its banks men and women gather; fully dressed in
Sunday clothing, perhaps on their way to church or a fiesta. In the
background are the recognizable nipa huts, while further afield, a
spray of coconut leaves breaks across the horizon.

Riverscape, an oil painting rendered on tin by Victor Diores, is in
itself not a spectacular piece. But to see it as a work against the prism
of the more popular Fernando Amorsolo provides good context
for “Tropical” an ongoing exhibition at the Metropolitan Museum.
Retrieved from the vaults of the Bangko Sentral, it joins two other
riverine paintings by Diores. They contrast the master’s
idealized portrayal of the countryside. Unlike the
vividly colored images that have become so deeply
imbued in the Filipino psyche, his works are muted
and contemplative in mood. These three paintings
are buta few of the works—both traditional and
contemporary—assembled in an exhibition that offers
refreshing takes on the Philippine pastorale.

At first glance, some of the centuries-old, seldom-
seen canvases look particularly odd. Take for example
the Passion paintings made by an unknown Bohol
master, where the Chocolate Hills make a cameo
appearance in two scenes at Golgotha. Meanwhile,
another features the dead Tomas Bordin, a picture which also puts on
display details of the interiors of an upper-class country home: a four-
poster bed’s lace canopy, a ventanilla providing a glimpse of the garden.

Equally unusual are the contemporary works that frame this
exhibition. Filipino-Spanish artist Kristoffer Ardena, who recently
completed another show in February at Archivo, mounts for the
very first time output produced during his two-year return stay in
Dumaguete, a city he left when he was a child. Video, installation, as
well as photographs and sculptures interact with the pieces from the
BSP collection and the Vargas Museum, reactivated for this simple,
sparing yet delightful presentation.

BURN, BABY,
BURN

From top: Observing a
Candle Slowly Burn (Nuptial
Couple) and Decous , by
Kristoffer Ardena

Two realist paintings of women at leisure perhaps show
this best. Sunglaan shows an old woman playing with a male
companion. Beside it is Panguingue, where four women kill time
with a deck of cards deep into the night. Where are the men?
Across them, Arderia suggests a response: a time-lapse video of a
candlewax couple melting in their own flame.

Meanwhile, two still lifes of Filipino fruit flank Ardena’s “found
geometry” sculptures made with fruit, eggs, cheese, soap, and leaves
bought from a market as well as his Calder-inspired calamansi-
mobile. At a preliminary level, such unlikely pairings makes for fun
free association. A walk through the show would certainly leave
some laughing, if at least amused.

The skeptic however might find Arderia’s work close to a
gimmick that rides on the slippery definitions of conceptual art.
Maybe. But one cannot discount a deliberative process evident in
both the works and the hang. One sees it in the
selection of which everyday object is given a second
life as art. And even then, just looking at the objects
(even as decay sets in) brings us to the very elements
we associate with beauty: form, color, texture.

By the time this exhibition wraps up this month,
Ardena would have begun packing his bags. His
self-imposed Dumaguete “residency” nears its
end. And much like the famed writers that passed
through the halls of Silliman University where he
teaches, he, too, will make his way to the next phase
of his peregrination.

Perhaps as a takeaway, he would probably bring
along memories of his stay: the cooling shade of Silliman’s tropical
trees, the call of frogs and herons from nearby ponds, the sea breeze
enveloping the evenings.

Each of his works for “Tropical” has the imprint of the idealized
countryside, a dreamy place of clockless summers, the home many
of us once knew. It is a place the show coaxes to revisit, in our
imaginations and in real life. Maybe in that return journey, we
get to wade through the river of our childhood, to find its waters
much changed and yet the rocks on its bed not much at all. Runs
until April 30. Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas Complex, Roxas Boulevard,
Malate, Manila; 250,5271; metmuseun.ph. RWIN CRUZ

M-
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Archivo 1984 to showcase works by
Dumaguete-based artist in art fair

f sHARes: 386 By: Patricia Tumang Philippine Dally Inquirer
VIEW COMMENTS ’@inquimrdotnet 12:03 AM February 2nd, 2015

INQUIRER.net

(PR
"GHOST Paiming #14," 2011, at Galeria Cliva Arauna, Madrid
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FRCM Sandpaper Codex, 2014

To be global implies being withcut local roots,
which isn't the case far the 38-year-old Fllipino
artust who was born and rzised in Dumaguete
City, Negros Oriental. While he's spent
considerable time in Cermany, Luxambourg,
the United States and Spain, his intercisciplinary
art practice is rooted in his hometown anc
country.

Seeking the profcund in the mundane ard
freadom from formality, Ardefia experiments
with everyday objects and multiple mediums
sucn as performance, painting, drawing,
photography and Installatlans to actlvate
nentradit onal spaces through his art. By
re‘egrendng iconic Filipino or Asian objects 'ike
soy sauce, the calamansl and the Jollibe2 French
fries container, he disrupts their contexts to

nterrogate ident'ty, space and traditional approaches to art making.
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Freedom from the cube

Ardefia refers to his works as projects rather
than exhibitions, which makes sense
considering that his roster of works defies
categorization.

“An exhibition typiczlly implies a conventional
setup, ike a white cube,” says Ardefa. “l work
with different presenzation formats; sometimes
ephemeral, sometimes the exhibition is the
work itself. | lcve the challenge, and | am eager
to experiment with different platforms.”

This was already evident in tha artist’s ezrly
career. After receiving his BFA in Pairting and

Drawing from the Academy of Art College in San
Francisco, California, in 2001, he would eventually g

ADVERTISEMENT

Thanks for the feedback! Bace

We'll review his ad to improve your
experierce in the future

Help us show you betler ads by updalirg your
ads settings.

Google

production that went beyond the canvas and sketct._ _ _.

His prior exposure to art in Europe had opened his eyes to new possidilities.
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He had lang neen critical of traditional
exhib'tion spaces because he felt them to be
too confining, so in the open areas surrounding
his Dumaguete house and studio Ardefia was
éble to create art derived from and made in
nature.

“Using starfishes, orchids and turzles endemic to
the immediate area of the house where | live is
ever exotic for someone from Manila, let alone
someabody from Europe or the United States,”
Ardefa says. “The problem is that even the
notion of everyday experience is standardized.
Something outside of this frame o” perception is
inevitably ‘the other.”

Art Fair Philippines

Ardena is the featured artst of Archivo 1984 in
Art Fair Philippines 2015, which takes place at
The Link car park at Ayala Center, leb. 5-8.

LZ .
FROM Salamin Codex, 2014
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The Sand Cadex consists of 50 sandpaper drawings In whick the artist used metal to
scratch erchitectural details from his birthplace in Dumaguete on the surface.

“| started using sandpaper since 2007. | did a series of 200 drawings using the Berlin Wall
as a tacl. Here, it was just a natural transiticn in terms of the subject matter because the

sandpaper is used as a construction implement,"” says Ardefia.

In Ghest Paintings, a series of miniature paintings of nail polish-coatad objects from the
Philippines, Arderfia explores the idea of a painting being converted into a readymade or a

menufactured ordinary object turned into art as populerized by the artist Marcel Duchamp.

However, he says, “| don't think of the readymade in terms of its Duchamgian reference
anymore or the object as an isolated subject.”

Ardeia began this series in 2011 by copyirg several famous paintings.

The reopening of Archivo 1984 Gallery in its new space at 2135 Chino Roces Ave. in Makati
City on Feb. 5 will feature Ardefia’s Salamin Codex of 10C botanical embossed drawings on
foil paper of plants surrounding the artist's home in Dumaguete and Codex Delicazessen, a
series of 200 spray-painted still-life doilies representing a cornucopia cf toys taken out of
thelr original sexual connotatiens.

“Living in Dumaguete teaches me that art is a holistic experience,” Ardefia says. “This is far
from the idea of art being taught in the university, from the walls of the museum or from
the books you buy in the museum shop—an isolated practice. What is the purpose of art
where | am right now? Why am | here? | don't feel like | am making art. | am living my own
axperlences In response 10 these questlons.”
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Pecw reestacte

Nature’s wAY

Thorgh secmiagly mundane
compared to today's modern art
there is stil much to be gleaned
from the viewing of traiditienal
sill life compasitions. Now on
view at the Metropalitan Nuseum
of Mania s “Dodegorea; kitchen
Fictures” a selection of still lifes—
wimarily of ‘uii and focd—
called from the Bargke Sentral ng
Hlipnas collection & well as
those loaned from private colec
tors. The eshibl's ttke 15 taken
from the Spaniah term for this
type of art celebrating everyday
cbjects, which can abko include
floral compositions. On display

are paintngs from the Spanizh
colonial period wp to th2 present
day, with a sprinkling o contem-
porary photographs, Amorg the
featured artists are Paz Paterro,
Di0sdado Lorznzo, Juan Arellaro,
Gaorid custedic, romulo Gali-
cano, kris Ardena, and National
Artists Ang kiukok, Federico
Agiilar Alcuaz, and Abdulmiri
Imao0.

The idyllic, pastoral images of
focd, fruly, ard fowers are often
scen a3 pacans to thr earth's
baunty: variation: ofthese themes
have hung in many a Fhilippine
home, ingilliag 1 sense of calm

on HE WABLE counterclackwse from

top:Juan Arellano'e Still Life, Alfiode

roces’ Five Apples, Ang Kiukok's Gabi

Mant; Kilstolffer Ardeda’s tincla ready
Min,

upon those who gaze upon the
works. More recent interpreta
tions (hose depicting cracked
g8s or the onset of decay, for ex:
emple) brenk thia illaxicn how
ever, by hinting at reality, where
life and time never stand still. On
going until july 9, Calesiya Bangke

aentral ng Plipinas, Metropolian
Mnseum of Manila, BsP Complex,

rogas Boulevard, Nanila:
708,7628; info@metmuseum.ph;
metmsesm,ph.
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KRISTOFFER ARDENA . Lives between Dumaguete (Philippines) and Madrid
(Spain) .

Individual projects include: Museo Carrillo Gil, in Mexico, Selesar
Sunaryo, Mes56 and Cemeti House (Indonesia), Grey Projects
(Singapore), Vargas Museum and the Cultural Center of the
Philippines in Manila (Philippines), Centro de Arte Dos de Mayo
Museum (Madrid), La Conservera Centro de Arte Contemporédneo in
Murcia), Spain.

He has also participated in various collective projects, among them
the 3rd Bucharest Biennale (Romania), 3rd Guangzhou Triennale
(China), Konstholl C in Stockholm (Sweden), C aixa Forum in Barcelona
and La Casa Encendida in Madrid, MUSAC in Ledén (Spain), Casino Forum
d’Art Contemporain (Luxembourqg), Apexart in New York (USA), Museo Ex
Teresa Arte Actual (Mexico) and the Museo de Arte Moderno in Medellin
(Colombia) .



